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everything, but it is low, vulgar, a beggar's religion. 'Tool
indeed is he, who, living on the banks of the Ganga,
digs a little well for water. Fool indeed is the man who,
coming to a mine of diamonds, begins to search for glass
beads." These prayers for health and wealth and material
prosperity are not Bhakti. They are the lowest form of
Karma. Bhakti is a higher thing. We are striving to-
come into the presence of the King of kings. We cannot
get there in a beggar's dress. If we wanted to enter the
presence of an emperor, would we be admitted in a
beggar's rags ? Certainly not. The lackey would drive
us out of the gates. This is the Emperor of emperors and
never can we come before Him in a beggar's garb. Shop-
keepers never have admission there, buying and vSelling
will not do there at all. You read in the Bible that Jesus-
drove the buyers and sellers out of the temple.
So it goes without saying that the first task in becom-
ing a Bhakta is to give up all desires of heaven and so on.
Such a heaven would be like this place, this earth, only
a little better. The Christian idea of heaven is a place of
intensified enjoyment. How can that be God ? All this
desire to go to heaven is a desire for enjoyment. This
has to be given up. The love of the Bhakta must be
absolutely pure and unselfish, seeking nothing for itself
either here or hereafter.
"Giving up the desire of pleasure and pain, gain or
loss, worship God day and night; not a moment is to
be lost in vain."
"Giving* up all other thoughts, the whole mind day
and night worships God. Thus being worshipped day
and night, He reveals Himself and makes His worshippers
feel^im."
THURSDAY, August 1.
The real Guru is the on.e through whom we have our
spiritual descent. He is the channel through which the